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By JACK COWAN
Of the News-Democrat

COLLINSVILLE ~ [linois Environ-
meoatal Protection Agency officials agreed
Tunsday to meet with residents of an East
¢{. Louis neighborhood wiio have charped
o H PA s {groering concerns dioxin may
havo spreac Lo iheir araa.

The grour, ted by the Rev. Buck Jones,
4 rector of Project HOPE, a citizens ad-
eacy graup, abtained a promise Tussday
tos IEPA efficrals will ineet May 16 wilh
~ddents iving in Rusi City, a 10-Vinck
s abott T miles from a dioxin site in
: “J,M
Yiembersof the group said they asked for
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the meeting because of concerns dioxin
may have scepad into their water {rom the
Saugst site arnd from Dead Crees in
Cahokia,

IEFA officials announced 'n Aprii that
conceatraiions of mearly 100 parts per
hitiionof dioxin were found in soil samples
taker from asite nzar the Sauget treatiaent
plani. Simitiar righ concentralions have
heen found in Dexd Creck, Concentraiions
of cnre t'an one part oo hilion are
“idlered bazardous.

B: te Lee Heelew, 69, <aid she was
seerned becsuse s hero bhasement
ntly Noods after hav. rains.

e we'er cores tyin iy basement,’
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she said. "it's cloar, bt I don’t know
what's in it. I'm scared. I'm sleeping in
that house and § du "t vaat any dioxin in
i’

Henley sa'd sh2 oreanized the push flor a
m2eting with (ZPA Gficials after she
diszovercd & sliange tasie in tap water
coming frons lacets in iver home. She said
shedic not koo, if the stran.je taste might
be causcd by st Inant waler seeping into
hee water ines, Yheasked Lo, (ests, but she
said she nas nover recels 1 any resulls
from waior depitment 27 dals,

Jones saiid resio ot previously
requested mice ings wil 0 Jhe TEPA to
discuss doxin cfter stwiliar meetings
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were heloin early An: ! vwiih Sauget and
Cah:kia residents. .
"They promised and * -omised and
promiscd te hold a mectine, " he said.
slance o hold

Jenes said the [EPA's oo
had reinforced eelicefs that the

a meeting
residenls were heing igani. ! hecause lhey
were pocr and | lack.

“The proticir that is <
peeple Liink that's the rraw

"There'salolo{fearand o
Rush City,”" ke =aid. "AU L (the BEPA)
Bave to doas mes Uit the ople and tell
them they ve lested Wieaers nd theres no
proplem. © thirk then -v ie would be

salisfied.”

sated is _lhal
" he said.
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